
To: Ms Ursula von der Leyen 
President of the European Commission 
cc: HRVP Kaja Kallas, Commissioner Šefčovič, COREPER II ambassadors 

20 July 2026 

Subject: Urgent call for a Commission proposal to restrict trade with the illegal Israeli 
settlements under Article 207 TFEU 
 

Madam President, 

We are writing to you following the last Foreign Affairs Council, after which High 
Representative/Vice-President Kallas shared that a ban on EU trade with Israel’s illegal 
settlements was the option that received the broadest support among Member States, and 
that COREPER would be tasked with bringing this forward. The Commission should now come 
with a legislative proposal for a trade measure to that effect under the Common Commercial 
Policy (Article 207 TFEU). 

The Council Legal Service has confirmed that Article 207 TFEU can serve as the legal basis 
for such a measure, a conclusion shared by more than 100 legal scholars and by dozens of 
NGOs and trade unions.  Likewise, former EU trade commissioners and former ministers have 
called  upon the EU leadership to use its existing trade policy powers to end trade with the 
settlements. Prominent Israeli personalities have also urged the EU to take this step.  

This month marks two years since the International Court of Justice made clear that states 
must prevent trade and investment relations that sustain Israel’s illegal occupation of 
Palestinian territory. As the guardian of the EU treaties, which requires observance of 
international law in the EU’s external action (Articles 3(5), 21 TEU), the Commission should 
propose an appropriate Regulation without further delay. Partial measures, such as raising 
tariffs or enhancing the current differentiation policy, do not meet the obligations laid out by 
the ICJ and would extend the EU’s non-compliance with international law. 

Civil society groups have prepared a detailed proposal setting out how a regulation banning 
trade with Israel’s illegal settlements could be adopted, implemented and enforced in practice. 
We further note that the Commission’s failure to act could be invoked before the EU Court of 
Justice, as it effectively deprives the co-legislators of the possibility to rectify that. 

While the European Union continues to hesitate, the UK government has expressed clear 
intention to prohibit not only trade in goods but also export and import of services to and from 
settlements. Within the EU, several Member States (Spain, the Netherlands, Ireland, Belgium) 
have adopted or are moving to adopt different national measures, underscoring the need for 
common EU action.  

We therefore urge the Commission to bring forward the necessary Regulation and would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further. 

Yours sincerely,  

1. Barry Andrews (Renew, Ireland) 
2. Tineke Strik (Greens/EFA, The Netherlands) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IGSjLZFW2wo3itooSZAnT2E4h4lKhJC9osfm8X_Nih4/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/06/22/letter-to-the-college-of-commissioners-on-the-need-to-ban-eu-trade-with-settlements
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/06/22/letter-to-the-college-of-commissioners-on-the-need-to-ban-eu-trade-with-settlements
https://ecfr.eu/article/the-eu-should-ban-all-trade-with-israeli-settlements/
https://www.the-independent.com/news/world/middle-east/israel-settlements-west-bank-palestine-gaza-occupation-b3012689.html
https://www.cidse.org/2026/07/09/how-the-eu-can-end-trade-with-illegal-israeli-settlements/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2026-07-09/debates/723FCBB0-C8A3-4D4F-84E0-733A51F1222A/IsraeliSettlementsTradeBan


3. Cecilia Strada (S&D, Italy) 
4. Sean Kelly (EPP, Ireland) 
5. Sirpa Pietikäinen (EPP, Finland) 
6. Hana Jalloul Muro (S&D, Spain) 
7. Domenico Lucano (The Left, Italy) 
8. Rima Hassan (The Left, France) 
9. Udo Bullmann (S&D, Germany) 
10. Wouter Beke (EPP, Belgium) 
11. Nina Carberry (EPP, Ireland) 
12. Erik Marquardt (Greens/EFA, Germany) 
13. Ana Miranda Paz (Greens/EFA, Spain) 
14. Benedetta Scuderi (Greens/EFA, Italy) 
15. Hanna Gedin (The Left, Sweden) 
16. Carolina Morace (The Left, Italy) 
17. Majdouline Sbaï (Greens/EFA, France) 
18. Cynthia Ní Mhurchú (Renew, Ireland) 
19. Maria Ohisalo (Greens/EFA, Finland) 
20. Kathleen Van Brempt (S&D, Belgium) 
21. Hilde Vautmans (Renew, Belgium) 
22. Dario Tamburrano (The Left, Italy) 
23. Ciaran Mullooly (Renew, Ireland) 
24. Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left, Ireland) 
25. Danilo Della Valle (The Left, Italy) 
26. Annalisa Corrado (S&D, Italy) 
27. Leire Pajín Iraola (S&D, Spain) 
28. Mounir Satouri (Greens/EFA, France) 
29. Thijs Reuten (S&D, Netherlands) 
30. Michael McNamara (Renew, Ireland) 
31. Cristina Guarda (Greens/EFA, Italy) 
32. Villy Søvndal (Greens/EFA, Denmark) 
33. Kira Marie Peter-Hansen (Greens/EFA, Denmark) 
34. Rasmus Nordqvist (Greens/EFA, Denmark) 
35. Catarina Vieira (Greens/EFA, Netherlands) 
36. Matjaž Nemec (S&D, Slovenia) 
37. Chloe Ridel (S&D, France) 
38. Maria Walsh (EPP, Ireland) 
39. Gerben-Jan Gebrandy (Renew, The Netherlands) 
40. Brigitte van den Berg (Renew, The Netherlands) 
41. Raquel Garcia Hermida van der Walle (Renew, The Netherlands) 
42. Hannah Neumann (Greens/EFA, Germany) 
43. Lucia Yar (Slovakia, Renew) 
44. Saskia Bricmont (Greens/EFA, Belgium) 
45. Per Clausen (The Left, Denmark) 
46. Vladimir Prebilic (Greens/EFA, Slovenia) 
47. Brando Benifei (S&D, Italy) 
48. Nicola Zingaretti (S&D, Italy) 
49. Mélissa Camara (Greens/EFA, France) 
50. Marie Toussaint (Greens/EFA, France) 
51. Marco Tarquinio (S&D, Italy) 
52. Jussi Saramo (The Left, Finland) 



53. Oihane Agirregoitia Martínez (Renew, Spain) 
54. Aodhán O’Ríordáin (S&D, Ireland) 
55. César Luena (S&D, Spain) 
56. Evin Incir (S&D, Sweden) 
57. Leoluca Orlando (S&D, Italy) 
58. Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew, Sweden) 
59. Gaetano Pedullà (The Left, Italy) 
60. Nela Riehl (Greens/EFA, Germany) 
61. Damian Boeselager (Greens/EFA, Germany) 
62. Kai Tegethoff (Greens/EFA, Germany) 
63. Anna Strolenberg (Greens/EFA, The Netherlands) 
64. Reinier van Lanschot (Greens/EFA, The Netherlands) 
65. Irena Joveva (Renew, Slovenia) 
66. Alessandro Zan (S&D, Italy) 
67. Daniel Attard (S&D, Malta) 
68. Lucia Annunziata (S&D, Italy) 
69. Ville Niinistö (Greens/EFA, Finland) 
70. Jaume Asens Llodrà (Greens/EFA, Spain) 
71. Billy Kelleher (Renew, Ireland) 

 
 


